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Passion in Time of Pandemic

Dorothy Leung (Board Member of HIS Foundation (USA))

January 2020, outbreak of Coronavirus pandemic started in Wuhan, China. Later in the same month, the city
was locked down. People in Hong Kong were greatly frightened by the news and tried frantically to purchase
surgical masks for protection. Masks were very hard to find. Before long, the pandemic spread to Asia and the
rest of the world. There is still no end to this pandemic.

In January and February 2020, there was great shortage of surgical masks and protective gears in Hong Kong.
Noting this demand, HIS Foundation (USA) started to purchase surgical masks and protective gears and shipped
to Hong Kong three times with air cargo. The supplies rendered great help to HIS Foundation volunteers,
churches, and communities. Some supplies were donated to a government hospital in Chai Wan, Hong Kong.
Many recipients were deeply moved by this act of relief.

HIS Foundation (USA) was sending several medical teams to Kurdistan (Northern Iraq) in late February. The
fourth shipment of surgical masks to Hong Kong was planned to be sent after the mission to Kurdistan was over.
However, by then the pandemic started in the United States while the situation in Hong Kong improved. So, the
surgical masks were sent to church and communities in the United States instead. N95 surgical masks quickly
became a hard to find item in the United States. Knowing this shortage, HIS Foundation volunteers in Hong Kong
sent back some N95 masks to the United States. In this time of adversity, we witness the spirit of Christian love
among brothers and sisters in Christ. As stated in the Proverbs 17:17 “A friend loveth at all times, and a brother
is born for adversity.”

The HIS Foundation medical teams to Kurdistan were also affected by the Coronavirus infection. Some
volunteers from Hong Kong were barred from entering Kurdistan. Team members from the United States,
England, and Australia were allowed entry to the country. The plastic surgery team, however, was cut short
because the hospital we used had admitted cases of suspected Coronavirus infection. When patients and
families learnt that Coronavirus patients were in the hospital, they all left the hospital in a hurry. The orthopedic
team scheduled to start after the plastic surgery team was canceled. Despite the interruption of schedule, plastic
surgeon Dr. Chow said that it was still a blessing we were able to perform 21 surgeries in 8 patients.

Under the blow of pandemic, all other medical missions in 2020 are canceled. Time seems to have frozen and
many activities are suspended. HIS Foundation, however, continues to use telecommunication to communicate
with patients afar and provides support. In April and June, we purchased protective equipment and shipped to
Madagascar and Kurdistan respectively. We provided funding to an orphanage in Kyrgyzstan to keep it open. In
August, we send funding to Lebanon in response to a big explosion that killed and injured many.

God continue to use HIS Foundation as angel of love to different parts of the world.

2021 will be the 30" anniversary of HIS Foundation. We are planning on publishing two books to commemorate
the wonderful works that God has done through our committed volunteers. | hope that we can continue the
mission of passion for another thirty years.






